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FORO, REAGAN AND U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 
ANNCR: 

IN RECENT DAYS IT HAS BECOME APPARENT THAT FOREIGN POLICY 
1S A MAJOR ISSUE IN THE CONTEST BETWEEN THE TWO CANDIDATES 
FOR THE REPUBLICAN PARTY'S PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION -~ 
PRESIDENT FORD AND RONALD REAGAi!. VOA NEWS ANALYST JOHN 
ALBERT HAS THESE OBSERVATIONS. 

VOICE: 

IN THE FINAL DAYS OF THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE PRIMARY ELECTION 
IN NORTH CAROLINA TWO WEEKS AGO, GOVERNOR REAGAN INTENSIFIED 
HIS ATTACKS ON THE FOREIGN POLICY OF THE FORD ADMINISTRATION 
IN A SERIES OF LOCAL TELEVISION BROADCASTS. HE WON THAT STATE 
ELECTION -- THE FIRST OF THE PRIMARIES UP TO THAT POINT IN 
WHICH HE WAS ABLE TO DEFEAT THE PRESIDENT. AND APPARENTLY 
CONVINCED THAT HIS VIEWS ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS MADE THE DIFFERENCES 
IN THE EYES OF VOTERS, MISTER REAGAN REPEATED AND AMPLIFIED 
HIS POINTS Ili A HALF-HOUR TELEVISION SROADCAST TO THE WHOLE 
COUNTRY LAST WEDNESDAY (3/31). 

BASICALLY, MISTER REAGAN CHARGES PRESIDENT FORD AND 
SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER WITH HAVING NEGLECTED AMERICAN 
INTERESTS TO A POINT WHERE THE SOVIET UNION HAS ACQUIRED 
A SUPERIOR POSITION IN BOTH STRATEGIC AND CONVENTIONAL 
ARMAMENTS. HE CHARGES THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER TOLD FORMER 
CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, ADMIRAL ELMO ZUMWALT -- HIMSELF 
A CANDIDATE FOR THE SENATE, CAMPAIGNING LARGELY ON FOREIGN 
POLICY ISSUES -- THAT THE SOVIET UNION WAS THE WAVE OF THE 
FUTURE. MISTER KISSINGER WAS SAID TO HAVE STATED THAT THE 


UNITED STATES HAD ACQUIRED AN INFERIOR POSITION DUE TO THE 
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LACK OF WILLPOWER IN THE AMERICAi! PEOPLE. FURTHER, MISTER 
KISSINGER IS SAID TQ HAVE ARGUED THAT HE HAD TO TRY TO 
NEGOTIATE WITH THE SOVIET UNION THE MOST ACCEPTABLE SECOND- 
BEST POSITION AVAILABLE. GOVERNOR REAGAN ALSO REPEATED THE 
ALLEGATION THAT DOCTOR KISSINGER'S COUNSELOR AT THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT, HELMUT SONHENFELDT, HAD STATED IN A SPEECH TO 
AMERICAN AMBASSADORS THAT A PERMANENT ORGANIC UNION SETWEEN 
EASTERN EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UiliOi§ MUST BE ACCEPTED BY THE 
UNITED STATES TO AVOID WORLD WAR TWO. 

OVER THE WEEKEND, PRESIDENT FORD REACTED FORCEFULLY AND 
DIRECTLY. HE ACCUSED MISTER REAGAN OF REPEATING STATEMENTS 
WHICH HE CALLED "INVENTIONS" AND FABRICATIONS." THE PRESIDENT 
AGAIN EMPHASIZED THAT UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP, THE UNITED STATES 
WOULD REMAIN UNSURPASSED IN MILITARY CAPASILITY. ANY 
CRITICISM OF OUTLAYS FOR DEFENSE, HE SAID, SHOULD BETTER BE 
DIRECTED AT THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY MAJORITY IN CONGRESS. 

COPT) THE PRESIDENT CITED FACTS AND FIGURES WHICH, IN HIS 
OPINION, CLEARLY PROVE AMERICA'S CONTINUED TECHNOLOGICAL 
SUPERIORITY. HE ALSO POINTED TO THE FACT THAT HE HAD 
SUGHITTED TO CONGRESS THE LARGEST DEFENSE BUDGETS IN 
AMERICAN HISTORY. CEND OPT) 

SECRETARY KISSINGER DID NOT REACT PERSONALLY TO MR. 
REAGAN'S CRITICISMS, BUT THE STATE DEPARTMENT ISSUED A 
TEN-PAGE "FACT-SHEET" IN WHICH IT DISPUTED THE REAGAN 
STATEMENTS POINT BY POINT. AS TO THE SONNENFELDT SPEECH, 

IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT HIS REMARKS ENUNCIATED NO NEW 
POLICY BUT STATE THAT THE UNITED STATES COULD NOT FAVOR A‘i 


EXPLOSIVE UPRISING IN EASTERN EUROPE AGAINST MOSCOW, IN 
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AN OFFICIAL SUMMARY OF THE SPEECH, PUBLISHED TUESDAY (4/6) 
IN THE NEW YORK TIMES, MISTER SONNENFELDT STRESSED THE 
VITAL INTEREST TO THE UNLTEO STATES OF THE CONTINUED 
INDEPENDENCE FROM SOVIET DOMINATIOI AND OF AN INCREASED 
AUTONOMOUS EXISTENCE ‘ITH GREATER POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
FREEDOM IN EASTERN EUROPE AS A WHOLE. 

IN HIS GENERAL REACTION, PRESIDENT FORD CHARGED HIS 
OPPONENT WITH STATEMENTS THAT COULD ALARI BOTH THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE AND THEIR ALLIES AND THAT COULD ENCOURAGE ADVERSARIES. 
MISTER REAGAN COUNTERED THAT HE SEES IT AS HIS DUTY TO 
WARN THE AMERICAN PEOPLE OF THE DANGER OF BECOMING A 
SECOND-RATE POWER IN THE WORLD. 

AND SO GO THE CHARGES AND COUNTER-CHARGES IN THIS 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN. UNDOUBTEDLY, MORE WILL BE HEARD. 

IT IS, OF COURSE, FAIR TO POINT OUT THAT IN AMERICAN 
ELECTION CAMPAIGNS, POSITIONS OFTEN ARE STATED IN 
EXAGGERATED TERMS, DIFFERENCES OF OPINION OVER-EMPHASIZED 
FOR BETTER EFFECT. BUT FOREIGN POLICY COULD HARDLY HAVE 
BECOME SUCH AN IMPORTANT ISSUE IN THE PRESENT CAMPAIGN 
WITHOUT A DEEP, UNDERLYING CONCERN AMONG THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE OVER SOVIET VIEWS OF DETENTE AND ABOUT EXPANSIONIST 
TENDENCIES IN MOSCOW'S FOREIGN AND MILITARY POLICIES 

AND ACTIONS. 
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